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In this section, you will learn how to create your own Math and Science diagnostics using 

TMSDS.  

 

First, click on Assessments on the left side of your class homepage. 

 

 
You will notice that you are able to create an assessment or search for an assessment.  

 

Let’s first look at creating an assessment.  

 

Follow these instructions to create either a Math or Science Diagnostic.  

1. Click on Create an Assessment. 

2. Choose the subject and grade level  
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3. Choose the number of questions you would like on your diagnostic. You can 

choose between 1 – 50 questions. This screen will also verify the parameters used 

to align the questions to your state standards.  

4. Click Next 

 

 
 

5. The next step is to choose the TEKS you wish to cover. 

6. Anytime you see a + in front of a word, that will be your clue that there is 

additional information for you to review.  

7. Click on the + and that category will expand further.  
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8. Chose the standards and objectives you wish to cover and click Next 

 

Again, you will need to click on the “+” to expand all the categories. 

 

Once you have expanded all the categories, you will see the three levels: 

The top is the Objective 

The middle level is the Student expectation 

The third level is the Skill  

 

You will choose your number of questions at the Skill level  

 
 

Choose the number of questions you wish to have for each Skill and click Next 
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You will now be able to preview the diagnostic that you have created. Here, you have the 

option of replacing the question you have chosen or deleting it.  

 
 

This page also gives you important information. It reiterates the standard that you are 

testing and information on thinking skills.  

 

Lastly, where applicable, the p-value (percent of students who have answered the item 

correctly) of a question will be displayed. Once you are satisfied with the diagnostic, 

click next.  

 
Here, you will be able to rename your diagnostic in order to save it. The name that 

appears currently is a default name. You should name your diagnostic something 

descriptive and unique that students can easily identify in their online accounts. 

 

 The performance level cut-offs will determine the achievement levels for reporting. 

These are set and cannot be altered. 

 

 If you have more than one class that will need to take this diagnostic, click the box at the 

bottom indicating to make the diagnostic available to all of your classes. Then click save. 
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At this point, you have several options.  

 

You can edit your diagnostic by clicking edit  

You can delete your diagnostic if you’ve decided that you would prefer not to use it by 

clicking delete 

 

You can preview it to make sure it is what you want by clicking preview 

 

If you click the reset button, it will reset any answers that have been submitted by the 

students. If you have determined that students have submitted their answers in error, you 

can go into each student’s answer sheet and reset their test individually.  

 

The print button will allow you to print an answer key, generate a pdf student version of 

the diagnostic for paper/pencil administration, and print student user names/passwords 

for diagnostic system online testing.  

 

Lastly, the assign button will allow you to assign the test to the students in your class for 

online administration. Even if you plan for your students to take the diagnostic via 

paper/pencil, you can still assign the test and go back in to input the responses for each 

student. This will allow you to still use the results of these diagnostic tests to further drive 

instruction.  

 

Let’s assign a test for administration. 

Administration of tests can be done one of two ways. The students can take the test 

online or on paper and pencil.  

 

Let’s start with online. Click on assign.  
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You now have several options: 

You can check enforce test code and students will have to type in a code to take a test 

online 

You can choose which students to assign the test to. The default is to assign the 

diagnostic to all students in the class, but you can highlight and remove students you 

don’t want to take the test. 

 

You also have the option of setting date and time limitations during the testing window.  

 

After you choose your options, click next 
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Once the assignment has been completed, you will see a list of the students to whom the 

diagnostic has been assigned. You will also see an answer sheet link next to their name. 

The answer sheet link is a virtual bubble sheet for hand entering student responses to 

questions. 
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If a student takes the diagnostic online, the date completed and score will show in the 

answer sheet link. 
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To administer the diagnostic as a paper and pencil test, click on print and select student 

version. You will then be emailed a pdf copy of the test.  

 
You will also notice that you can print ReviewScan ID’s. Each student has a ReviewScan 

ID. If you administer paper-based tests and use the correct answer sheets and scanning 

machine (view module 2 for details) once answer sheets are scanned, the scores will 

appear in the diagnostic system as long as the correct ReviewScan ID is on the answer 

sheet.  
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If assessments are administered on paper and pencil, but not able to be scanned in, the 

teacher and/or the student can hand enter the responses into TMSDS via the virtual 

bubble sheet. 

 
You are also able to search for and assign Pre-configured TEKS-aligned diagnostics, 

mini TEKS-aligned diagnostics and diagnostics previously created by you or other 

educators.  
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To find an assessment follow these steps: 

 

1. Click on the Assessments link on the left side of the page. 

2. Type in some information about the test, such as name, key words, grade, subject, 

and click Next 

 
A list of diagnostics will appear that meet the search criteria you set.  Choose the 

diagnostics you wish to use by clicking directly on the name of the diagnostic. 
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From here, you can assign just as you would an assessment you created. 

 

Note that diagnostics created by others cannot be edited or deleted. 

Now, you are ready to create and administer diagnostics! 


